COARSE ACTING
A Brief Explanation -

For those who are unfamiliar with Michael Green's tonguesinecheek
manual for amatenr dramatics societies, “The Arl of Coarse Acting”,
he defincs a Coarse Actor as: one who can remember his lines bt
not the order they come in; altematively, one who can remember
the pauses but not the words. Inherently accident prone, props will
not work or will break, doors will not open necessitating entering or
exiting through fireplaces and the set will collapse about him {or
pyually, her}. He is incapable, when on stege, of walking without
appearing Lo be on strings, emphasises the wrong words and his
attempts at making-up create the appearance of Coeo-the-Clown,
regardless of the role he is playing,

The principle qualities which mark omt the Coarse Actor are a
sathological dislike of learning lines and an endless supply of
axcuses [ur not attending rehearsals, together with a touching faith
n the audience's inability 1o see their performances for what they
are: awful.

Mendless to aay, none of these accusalions can be levelled at the
Shideock Players, as fine a hody of men and women that you could
avar wish to meet, dedicated to honing their performances to the
tighest slandard for their audiences' enjoyment. Several members
af this cast have attended quile a few rehearsals and this production
s notable for having witnessed the entite cast Logether bwice before
he dress rehearsal. 'With luck, they may all make it to the
werformances, too,

(he four short plays you are about to watch have been written by
vlichael Green as & vehicle to demonstrats Coarse Acting {and all
sther aspects of Coarse Dirama}. If things seem to be poing wrong,
hey are meant to; all of the mishaps have been carefully rehearsed.
“That is my story and I'm sticking to it].

#e hope that you will enjoy the evening; please remember that no
noney will be refunded. Laugh - it won't enst you a penny.

Fime for my medication now, Norse.

Jick Baker
Soarse Dhrector










