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The action takes place in and around the Wicksteed's home in Hove.

Time —late 1960s

There will be an interval of 20 minutes between Act [ and Act li
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Habeas Corpus is a farce written by Alan Bennett whose perceptive and

amusing plays have entertained us since the beginning of
the ‘permissive saciety " in the 1960s,

Dr. Wicksteed, a prosperous and fashionable G.P, lives in the highly
desirable south coast town of Brighton and Hove with his wife and
hypochondrical son. His dowdy sister lives with them and is anxious to
replace her dull life, revolving around the Brownies, with romantic,
wedded bliss. Although she is tentatively engaged to the local vicar, Canon
Throbbing, she feels her flat chest limits her choice of partners. She plots
with her spotty nephew and Mrs. Swabb, the housekeeper, to obtain an
appliance to improve her flat chest. The manufacturers of the "appliance’
send a representative to see that the item is correctly fitted. He has great
difficulty in establishing which lady in the household is actually wearing the
bust enhancer. The arrival of a colonial ‘Grande Dame' with her attractive
daughter and a phone call from the President of the B.M.A. who is
attending a conference in Brighton, provides the tangled web of the plot of
the play, as their past relationships are revealed.

As in all successful farces the curtain falls with happiness
and harmony restored.

Habeas Corpus
was produced at the Lyric Theatre in 1973 with Sir Alec Guinness
playing Dr. Wicksteed, and opened on Broadway two years later.
During the London run Alan Bennett took over one of the female roles.
It may be of interest to speculate which one.
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| should like to thank all those who have helped me with

this production in any way.  fim Pettifer
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