Laughs aplenty

MY OLD Granmy ussd 1o say “0h
what a tangled web we we=ave when
firsi we sei oui to deceive” and those
words came back to me @ [ lefi the
Chidevck Yillaps Hall, having wiewsd
the Michas] Cooney comedy Cash on
Delivery, staged by the Chidecck
Players, and the mecsl hilarious play 1
hiave ssen for ages.

Fezl symopaihy for Linda Swan, well
played by Debra Bates for she, the
typical suburban working wife, Jefi
home on a typical waork day all ures-
peding of the mess of fravd, smbez-
dement, and ochinining goods by
deception that she woold find on her
reum.

Tre, she did have a ceriain suspi-
cion bt it was far divorced from real
ity and she acted the pan of the
shizcked ond ervaped wife with cone
wiction.

Her husbaod and our bercfvillain
was playsd by Nick Boker. He too
r=ally convinced as the man who was
in cootred of his destny initially bui
relinquished this control as his lies and
deceit all came back bo haunt him.

His wius o massive part and ceedad
clarity of diction that he gave it. His
timing was good too and much of the
plaz's humour swoked from this.

Peor ald Erith Resdings! He ook
the role of MNorman Bassett e shob-
bish and completely innocent lodger
and fall goy and playved it with
aplomb. How he must have wished he
bad gome to work that day, cold or no
cold. Had he done so he would noi
bave become embroiled in the subss-
quent cefarious activities that could
well hare lost him his light o'lowe, vir-
toally an their weddiog sve.

Formpaiely his dear Brenda (Sali
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Douglas-Watsont proved rather o
miore game hird that most bad initialhy
suzpeciad she would be.

[ did arijoy the performance of Dewi
Lambert. He playsd the man from
social services, Mr Jeokins (no rels
tian}.

He initially seemingly bad all te
answers ood came over well as the
clerk from the bensfils office. Afier
procesding with confidence for o
space he then disinbegrabed under the
complexity of the web thal was being
woven arcand bim and =nded with all
the looks and atfides of a piece of
chewed siring.

Hiz collesgue Sally Chessington
(Maotalie Williamal althoogh Jess
irrredved than he in te main plot, cer-
tainly added something to e show's
success with her invobvement in ooe
of the sob plots thal smerged in the
course of the play, while Docior
Chapman {Richard Chobhl, sesminghy
wained by Barbara Woodbouss, did
likewise in another.

The part of Uncle Georgs was given
to Chris Lambert and [ suspen thar the
main requisites looked for by the cast-
irg commities ware 3 cerfain supple-
ness of the frame and a thick akull.

He certainly brought both these and
much meore o the role of the guy who
would gst imvalved in ooy subterfuge
thiat wonld tum o dishorest shilling. (1
thought the sequence involving him
and the door wa a highlight of the
whole performance].

[ did fesl thai ¥al Cowsll who
played Ms Cowper found difficulty in

in Chideock Players’ latest show

living up to her advance billing e bai-
llzaxme. 3he was o dab hand with a
plunger however and saw dwough all
ihe smokescreens pul hefare her
hefope solving all problems in the final
oene.

Ancther who made a valid coatriba-
tion in whal was a comparatively
miror role was Di Dowle, She played
Mrs Forbright the underiaker io a par
full of well timed enirances and a fair
bit af siretcher wrestling.

This play, with its vary considerable
seripl, had mare than a liitle of a
Wiz hal | farce about it aod must have
he=n hoth hard work and great fon 1o
rehearse, mnd it showed.

Itz sucoess depended 1o a greal
exiert on the cast's fiming and their
enirances and exis and they were
rarehy found wanling in eitber disci-
plice.

The set was well construcizd withits
ratber innovative mullicoed 2xit io the
stairs and its dado rail ood, if there was
the odd inslance of amnzsia dwough-
oul. it did little to deract from the
andisnce enjorment.

[ did think teoughy that the promptar
was not ideally sitvated, alibough
don't ask me to find an allemative site.

Cask on Delivery is a wery funny
play and was well acied and staged. 1
for ome, found the svening moat
enjoyoble on my fird wisit 1o the
Chidzock Willage Hall. Director Leigh
Cooley would certainly bave been
pleazed with the t=2am’s afforis.
® Production teamir producer -
Moira Lucas; stage managers - [h
Dol and Kris Tozr, siage
crewsound - Pai Andersan, Mary
Ann Rimer; lighting - Madra Lucas;
sl - Foat Doy, Maloalm Dowty,

Maurice Blogg: properties - [
Diowle; costumes - Jane Tamane,

Hilory baker; preproduction - Chris
Lucars, Catherice Baitzn; refresh-

menks - Myl Cheeseman and
friznds.
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& A SCENE from me hilarlious Cash on Dﬂ-lurer]rﬂn:-m =ity rlu:i: Eaker (Erlc Swank, Debra

Bates (Linda Swan?, Kelth Readings {Norman Bassetld, Richard Chubb (Doctor Chapman, Chrls
Lampert (the proztrate Uncle George on 2cfal and Dewl Lambert (#r Jenkine

City of Bristol choir come
fo Lyme for organ appeal

A LEATANG chodr from the South West is due o visit
Lyme Regis to give a concert in aid of the Lyme Regis
Organ Appeal.
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funds for the ongan appeal.
Diawid works extensively with the Royal School of
Church Music and with the BBEC in religious breadcast-



